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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DX PERMANENT COLLECTION ON DISPLAY IN 
BENT OUT OF SHAPE: CANADIAN INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN 1945 - PRESENT 
 
July 16th – October 10th, 2010 
Curated by Anne Marie Minardi 
 
The Design Exchange is proud to present, for the first time to the general public, 
its permanent collection in Bent out of Shape: Canadian Industrial Design 
1945-Present .  Spanning more than six decades and covering more than four 
hundred industrial design objects and archival materials, Bent Out of Shape will 
illustrate the rapid political, technological, and social changes which burst forth 
following WWII and the move toward modernity. Items including furniture, 
housewares, textiles, electronics and lighting will be displayed alongside their 
supporting archival documents, demonstrating their distinctive design contexts 
and processes.  
 
Standing alongside the historical artifacts, outstanding contemporary 
achievements in industrial design from new Canadian designers will also be 
highlighted in the exhibition. This juxtaposition will allow for the unique 
opportunity to trace trends in Canadian design, showcasing both past and 
forthcoming practices and philosophies. 
 
The exhibition will be presented in a manner that will allow for the pairing of 
period pieces and markers with contemporary pieces and concerns. These major 
themes will explore CanadaÕs rich design heritage through a dialogue between 
the historical and the contemporary. Visitors will  be introduced to the rapid 
design growth following WWII, linking concerns of consumption with the Post 
War Era and challenging notions of a Òthrow-awayÓ society.  National Identity will 
be investigated, with the exploration of Scandinavian design influences in some 
of CanadaÕs most iconic pieces. Visitors will then be presented with the long-
standing fight for ÔCraftÕ legitimacy, followed by a look into the liberation of design 
from past ideals when design went ÔPopÕ. The last themed section of the 
exhibition will present regional identities with classic Canadiana imagery, 
debating the crafted identity of Beavers, Hockey and Maple. 
 
The entire permanent collection held by the Design Exchange will be exhibited, 
including some of the most iconic pieces in Canadian design history. The work of 
Fred Moffat, certainly one of the highlights of our collection, harkens to an age 
where product designers were also engineers, illustrators, graphic designers and 
salesmen, taking part in every aspect of the life of a product. Jacques Guillon  
 



and his cord chair, epitomizing innovation 
through the abundance of a particular material, 
used the surplus of nylon after the war to create 
an item which was both beautifully constructed 
and surprisingly cost-efficient at the time. Other 
designers in the exhibition include: Waclaw 
Czerwinski and Hilary Stykolt, Lotte Bostlund, 
Clairtone Sound Coporation, Douglas Ball, Robin 
Bush, Thor Hansen, Thomas Lamb, Bill Lishman, 
Patty Johnson and Karim Rashid. 
 

 
Presented alongside these historical pieces 
will be the work of new and contemporary 
designers. In the series aptly named ÒNot 
made in ChinaÓ, the ceramic work of 
QuebecÕs Hugo Didier carries through a 
core value of consuming and producing 
locally. Similarly believing in the value of 
locally harvested materials and supplies, the 
Brothers Dressler are twins that focus on 
creating at a local craft level, producing all of 
their pieces out of a studio in Toronto and 
repurposing and salvaging products 
whenever possible. Joining them will be Rob 
Southcott who works to create amazingly 
unique pieces that strive to fulfill the practical 
needs of modern life. Bev Hisey, Heyday 
Designs, Rollout, Lily Yung, Propellor 
Design Studio, Brad Turner, Bookhou, 
Kosoy & Bouchard and Schoolyard Studio 
will round out our roster of contemporary 
artists. 

 
 
 
EXHIBITION OPENING  
Date: July 15th, 2010 
Media Preview:  5:00p.m.  
Talk & walk through with Anita Modha, ROLLOUT: 5:30p.m. 
RSVP with Ivan Stefanac at ivan@dx.org  
The Bent out of Shape opening will coincide with two other event openings at the 
Design Exchange:  1)  Design Domestic  Ð an exhibition that takes an intimate 
look at contemporary living spaces of some of CanadaÕs most famous designers.  
2) The Design Exchange Shop  - We now have a physical shop at the DX 
bursting with Canadian Designers!  We sell toys, clothes, jewelry, household 
items, lighting, furniture, gadgets and more.  To learn more about these 
happenings please download a full press release at www.dx.org/press 
 
 



 
ABOUT THE DESIGN EXCHANGE 
The Design Exchange (DX) is Canada's design centre and museum with a 
mission to promote the value of design.  We are an internationally recognized 
non-profit educational organization committed to promoting greater awareness of 
design as well as the indispensable role it plays in fostering economic growth and 
cultural vitality.  We build bridges by improving communication between various 
design disciplines, educators, businesses and the general public through 
programs, exhibits, lectures, and workshops.  www.dx.org 
 
 
INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC 
Location: Design Exchange (DX), 234 Bay Street, TD Centre, Toronto Canada 
Hours:  Mon-Fri 10:00a.m. Ð 5:00p.m., Sat/Sun 12:00p.m. Ð 5:00p.m. 
Dates: July 16th - October 10th, 2010 
Museum Admission: $10 Adult, $8 Student/Senior, Design Exchange members 
receive free admission. 
Contact:  The public may call 416. 216. 2160 for Museum information or visit 
www.dx.org 
Exhibition Opening:  The public is welcome to attend the opening on July 
15th starting at 5:30p.m.  They must RSVP to Laura Brewer, rsvp@dx.org.  
Admission is free but donations are welcomed and appreciated.   
 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
For high-res images contact Cindy Grenke (416) 216-2134 or cindy@dx.org 


