FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Design Exchange To Deaccession Collection and Upgrade Programming Infrastructure

March 20, 2019 -– Following the success of the inaugural edition of EDIT: Expo for Design, Innovation &
Technology (EDIT) in 2017, the focus of Design Exchange (DX) pivoted and the Board of Directors and
Senior Management at DX unanimously decided to pursue a festival strategy, making EDIT the
cornerstone of the organization’s programming, alongside relevant annual education and public
programs. The next edition of EDIT will take place in Toronto in June 2020.
As such, DX will deaccession the Collection, a survey of Canada's industrial design history from 1945 to
the present featuring more than 300 works by Canadian designers including furniture, housewares,
textiles, electronics, and lighting. In order to ensure that Collection receives the much-deserved attention
and care, DX is working with Dr. Rachel Gotlieb, the organization’s founding curator who has exceptional
knowledge and expertise in Canadian design history. Dr. Gotlieb is also the co-author of Design In
Canada with Cora Golden. Under Dr. Gotlieb’s stewardship, DX has made every effort to gift the
Collection to institutions in Canada, where improved care can be provided and the works are maintained
in the public domain. Dr. Gotlieb led a thoughtful and considered process, following Canadian Museum
Association guidelines and consulting with staff, donors, external funders, and stakeholders. DX is
pleased to report that the majority of the Collection will be gifted to the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto
and Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau, Quebec. Dr. Gotlieb continues to be in touch with donors
and collecting institutions.
“I am delighted that so much of the collection of Canadian design and archives since 1945 will be
transferred to two major Canadian museums, the Royal Ontario Museum and the Canadian Museum of
History,” said Dr. Gotlieb. “As the founding curator of DX, I am grateful to all the donors and granting
agencies who have helped to build such a rich and expansive collection. The important legacy and
heritage of Canadian design will continue to be documented, preserved, and displayed at these provincial
and national institutions.”
Demonstrative of the new focus, DX is thrilled to announce it was approved for a $62,100 Capital grant
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) earlier this year to buy equipment for specialized design and
technology workshops for children and youth between six-14 and 15-24 who will be involved with DX’s

workshops. The items purchased will range from computers and 3D printers to specialized tables and
chairs as well as other much-needed equipment.
“By supporting the purchase of the specialized equipment needed for design and technology workshops,
this $62,100 grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation will help to enrich the lives of so many young
people in Spadina-Fort York. I commend Design Exchange on their work to provide these much-needed
programs to our youth, which will have a positive impact on our community for many years to come.” –
Chris Glover, MPP
Over the course of the next year, this initiative will provide space for this program, and will have an impact
on the lives of people in the community, enhancing the quality of creative engagement and knowledge
sharing in the programs.
“DX is very fortunate and proud to have been the founding steward and home of Canada’s industrial
design history. We are grateful to Dr. Gotlieb for managing this critically important process and ensuring
that the works are gifted to respected Canadian institutions,” said Christopher Wein, Chair of the DX
Board of Directors. “DX is eager to improve its programming infrastructure and enhance its education
offerings in Toronto and the GTA to align with the objectives of EDIT. Thank you to the Ontario Trillium
Fund for making this possible.”

ABOUT ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION
The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is an agency of the Government of Ontario, and one of Canada’s
leading granting foundations. OTF awarded more than $120 million to some 700 projects last year to build
healthy and vibrant communities in Ontario. For more information, please visit: www.otf.ca

ABOUT DESIGN EXCHANGE
Design Exchange is a cultural institution that champions creative thinking, inspires problem solving, and
celebrates innovative talent in Canada and around the world. Established in 1994, Design Exchange
serves as Canada’s design hub, by being a crossroads for multiple disciplines that demonstrate the power
of design, innovation, and technology to change the world for the better for everyone, through the delivery
of annual public and education programs and EDIT: Expo for Design, Innovation & Technology.

Design Exchange provides access to hands-on, design-based learning for Ontario’s youth and general
populations with the goal of inspiring the next generation of creative problem solvers and engaging the
general public in the value and potential of design solutions to the world’s greatest challenges. In 2017,
Design Exchange produced its most ambitious project to date: EDIT: Expo of Design, Innovation, and
Technology. In partnership with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) this 10-day expo of
installations, workshops, and hands-on experiences promoted and celebrated world-transforming design.
35,000 visitors engaged with ideas and designs that can feed the planet sustainably, increase access to
education and deliver innovative healthcare solutions to remote communities. This multi-tiered experience
provoked thought and conversation which showed visitors how design thinking can help achieve the
sustainable development goals.
Design Exchange is a not-for-profit registered charity that relies on generous donations to develop
experiences and initiatives that create meaningful impact informed by a global outlook.
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